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on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 
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Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Memphis native serves aboard the nuclear-powered  
aircraft carrier ‘Mighty IKE’, one of world’s largest 

By Lt. Omari Faulkner,  
Navy Office of Community  

Outreach  
NORFOLK, Va. - A Memphis, 
Tennessee, native is serving 
aboard one of the world’s largest 
warships, the U.S. Navy aircraft 
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisen-
hower (CVN 69).  
 Command Master Chief Petty 
Officer Quentin Newsom, a 1997 
Central High School graduate, 
joined the Navy 20 years ago.  
“I joined the Navy to serve my 
country because I always wanted 

 Command Master Chief Petty Officer Quentin Newsom is 
proud to serve aboard the Mighty Ike. (Photo by Chief Mass 
Communication Specialist Jeffery T. Williams) 

to join in and serve,” said 
Newsom.  
According to Newsom, the values 
required to succeed in the mili-
tary are similar to those found in 
Memphis. 
“I learned that it will take hard 
work, commitment, and moral 
courage to be the person I am 
now,” said Newsom. “Having a 
strong will is important.” 
“Mighty IKE” is a nuclear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier named for 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (or 
“IKE”), one of four 5-star Gen-
erals of the Army and a hero of 
World War II, and would later 
serve as the 34th President of the 
United States of America. 
"President Eisenhower is remem-
bered for his enduring virtues of 
duty, honor, integrity and de-

crisis. When the air wing is em-
barked, the ship carries more 
than 70 fighter attack jets, heli-
copters and other aircraft, all of 
which take off from and land 
aboard the carrier at sea and can 
provide over the horizon and 
from the sea combat air power 
anywhere in the world within 12 
days. This inherent flexibility is 
why aircraft carriers are often the 
first response to a global crisis 
and a proven solution for protect-
ing America. 
 
“The Mighty IKE crew launches 
and recovers aircraft at sea every 
day, and there are thousands of 
tasks that make this possible," 
added Campagna. “Whether the 
4,500 Sailors on board work to 
provide power to the ship, repair 
aircraft, steer IKE through con-
gested waters, prepare over 
14,000 meals a day, work in 
laundry or keep our waste water 
moving, every job is critical and 
must be performed well for this 
ship to execute assigned mis-
sions from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Indian Ocean and every-
where in between. No other na-
tion can do what we do at the 
pace we do it, and it is because 
of the incredible men and 
women from all over that vol-
unteer to serve and represent the 
best of our namesake and our 
country." 
 
Homeported in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, Eisenhower is longer than 
three football fields at 1,092 feet. 
The ship is 252 feet wide and 
weighs more than 100,000 tons. 
It has two pressurized water re-
actors producing more than 

on a ship operating safely.” 
The Mighty IKE, like each of the 
Navy’s aircraft carriers, repre-
sents an enduring investment in 
America’s security. Each carrier 
is built to provide a formidable 
response to just about any global 

cency," said Capt. Paul F. Cam-
pagna, commanding officer of 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. "We 
see these every day in the content 
of character and quality of work 
shown by Sailors assigned to 
Mighty IKE as they keep this city 

Commentary: When you ignore history, it will repeat; 
The importance of leaders ... from sports page 1
own futures. 
If you doubt that, check out Eu-
rope and Asia following World 
War II. We didn’t just help our 
allies, we restored our former 
enemies. As I was told as a child: 
the United States doesn’t want to 
rule the world. If we did, we al-
ready would. 

When our ancestors started jobs, 
they finished them. Not by stick-
ing their collective finger in the 
wind to test public opinion, or 
their middle digit up to people 
who’d trusted them. They made 
the right choices -not the easy 
ones. 
Today, we once again find our-

selves head down and stammer-
ing our way through another half-
baked explanation of why we’ve 
failed to complete another prom-
ised job. 
  
We’re all tired of fighting, but my 
grandparents were tired of ration-
ing, of gold stars in their win-
dows and the dread that came 
whenever a telegram arrived. 
But they finished what they 
started -every time, without fail. 
And what of the thousands of sol-
diers who served in Afghanistan? 
How do we explain this to them? 
What do I tell my friends who 
roll where they once walked, 
clamp what they once held, and 
use canes and dogs to navigate, 
all because of injuries they suf-
fered? 
They went because they believed. 
In this country. In our values. 
They believed it wrong to let evil 
win just because it was the easier, 
expedient choice. 
So did their comrades who didn’t 
make it home. They left families 

to save strangers. What do we say 
to people who sent family 
members and got back a folded 
flag and shattered futures? 
 
What do we say to them? 
Don’t know about you, but hear-
ing some political hack ask “why 
does that even matter anymore” 
won’t go down well. 
We shouldn’t be ashamed, we 
should be embarrassed and angry. 
Our government was designed to 
be of the people, not over them. 

That’s the government the des-
pots once feared and others ad-
mired. That’s when the 
government kept its word be-
cause it knew we, the people, 
would hold them accountable. 
We’ve fallen a long way off that 
lofty perch. And the rest of the 
world isn’t afraid to laugh at us 
as we circle our own drain. Be-
cause they know we’ll likely 
choose easy over right. 
We’re headed toward another 
remedial history lesson, provided 
the social engineers can’t re-
write it faster than we can repeat 
it. 
 
We’re not perfect. We never 
were. We never will be. But we 
never shied away from making 
the right choice. 
Now, we’re unable to make a 
choice based on anything other 
than expediency. Expedient 
choices are seldom the correct 
ones. 
 
We all need to make good 

“I joined the Navy to serve my 
country because I always 
wanted to join in and serve,” 
said Newsom. ...“I learned 
that it will take hard work, 
commitment, and moral cou-
rage to be the person I am 
now,” said Newsom. “Having 
a strong will is important.” 

260,000 shaft horsepower that 
drive four massive propellers at a 
max speed in excess of 35 mph.  
Serving in the Navy means 
Newsom is part of a world that is 
taking on new importance in 
America’s focus on rebuilding 
military readiness, strengthening 
alliances and reforming business 
practices in support of the Na-
tional Defense Strategy. 
“Our role is so important because 
we defend our country and we 
show our allies that we are on the 
same team,” said Newsom. 
With more than 90 percent of all 
trade traveling by sea, and 95 
percent of the world’s inter-
national phone and internet traf-
fic carried through fiber optic 
cables lying on the ocean floor, 
Navy officials continue to em-
phasize that the prosperity and 
security of the United States is 
directly linked to a strong and 
ready Navy. 
 
As a member of the U.S. Navy, 
Newsom as well as other sailors, 
know they are a part of a service 
tradition providing unforgettable 
experiences through leadership 
development, world affairs and 
humanitarian assistance. Their 
efforts will have a lasting effect 
around the globe and for genera-
tions of sailors who will follow. 
“Serving for 21 years, it per-
sonally means that I can make a 
positive change in the life of 
every sailor I come across,” 
added Newsom. “I always seek 
ways to improve the quality of 
life for our sailors, and to make 
the right decisions that make 
sense to accomplish our mis-
sion.” 

We all need to make good 
choices, not easy ones. 
They’re the only ones re-
membered long after a mo-
ment has passed. In his 
Gettysburg Address, Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln 
said the world would “lit-
tle note nor long remember 
what we say here, but it 
can never forget what they 
did here.” 

When our ancestors started 
jobs, they finished them. Not 
by sticking their collective 
finger in the wind to test pub-
lic opinion, or their middle 
digit up to people who’d 
trusted them. They made the 
right choices -not the easy 
ones. 

choices, not easy ones. They’re 
the only ones remembered long 
after a moment has passed. 
In his Gettysburg Address, Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln said the 
world would “little note nor long 
remember what we say here, but 
it can never forget what they did 
here.” 
  
He was mistaken in that modest 
assumption. But he was totally 
correct in the results he 
eloquently hoped for in so few 
words “that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom- and that government of 
the people, by the people and for 
the people, shall not perish from 
the earth.” 
  
Don’t know about you, but I’d 
like my country back. Not for 
me, my time’s nearly up. It’s for 
my grandchildren who are being 
told lies about our past in order to 
dictate a horrible future. 
It’s not too late until we stop try-
ing. 

Email sports photos and news to MSTsports@prodigy.net


